How you can raise money to bring up a delegation of Venezuela media activists

1) Host a film screening for the delegation!
--Venezuela Bolivariana is a full-length film made by Calles y Media, one of the video cooperatives that will be represented at the forum.  The film discusses the relevance of the Venezuelan revolution to the larger modern day struggle against capitalism on a worldwide level, and offers alternatives to that world order. 

-- The full film can be found online at http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=3117181384995669233#
-- Promote the event by using the poster below or your own. 

--  Ask for collaboration by people that come by explaining what your connection with the group is and why you feel it will be important to have them there. 

-- Transfer any proceeds to bmediacollective@gmail.com via paypal, or by clicking “Chip In!” on our website and entering the total amount raised.  

2) Phonebank

--If your organization is planning on sending people to the US Social Forum, please link us in with your efforts.  In addition to asking for general support, considering sending a portion of your proceeds to the delegation.  

--This line could be an addendum to any phonebanking script: 

“Our organization is working in solidarity with a delegation of community media activists from Venezuela, so that we can learn and share with them in Detroit and lay the groundwork for future collaboration.  Would you be willing to support them with your donation?”

3) Personal Fundraising
--Send a version of this letter to friends, family  members or coworkers who would be interested in supporting independent community media in Venezuela, or your interest in this activism.
-- Transfer any proceeds to bmediacollective@gmail.com via paypal, or by clicking “Chip In!” on our website and entering the total amount raised.  

Dear Friends and Family, 

I am reaching out to you today because independent Venezuelan community  media activists need your help.  Members of ANMCLA (National Association of Independent and Alternative Media) have organized a delegation to participate in the Allied Media Conference and US Social Forum where they will give a workshop entitled “Venezuela Bolivarian.” The goal is to share the delegates uncensored, first-hand experience building an alternative media network rooted in communities in Venezuela, and form direct collective to collective ties for future cross-border collaborations.

The delegation will be the only independent delegation from Venezuela at the forum.  We need money to cover the costs of their travel and lodging while in Detroit if we want their voices to be heard. 

As someone who has lived and worked with Latin American solidarity and media activism for a long time now, I know that their experience directly relates to the work we are doing here. Members include Gerardo Rojas, founding member of Voces Urgentes, Katrina Kozarek of Calles y Media, and Francisco Cortes of Radio La Vega, the oldest pirated radio station in Caracas. They are central to the work to socialize the radio-electric spectrum in Venezuela, and understanding their model of media activism rooted in community development should be fundamental to our work as we go forward from Detroit. 

The time is now for this type of exchange to happen and be constructive.  

Everything from 5 to 500 dollars will help facilitate this delegation’s participation in the forum. For more information on the delegation’s bios, workshop description, or press releases, please go to www.bmediacollective.org You can donate now by credit or debit card by clicking “Chip in!” to the AMC USSF Fund by clicking here. 

In love and solidarity, 

[NAME]

